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Swimming Pool & Spa Requirements 
 
Building permits are required for most residential pool installations.  Prefabricated swimming pools accessory to a single-
family residence, which are less than 24” deep, do not exceed 5,000 gallons and are installed entirely above ground, are 
EXEMPT from permits. 
 
The following forms are required to submit a permit application for a pool/spa: 

□ Affidavit for Application 
□ Four (4) copies of property legal description 
□ Four (4) copies of site plan giving property dimensions, showing any adjacent streets, indicating the 

location of a septic system and position of house on the lot.   
□ Four (4) copies of complete structural plans (compliant to the 2009 International Code) 
□ Electric company signed seal of approval on all plans 
□ Contractor Registration (due by issuance) 

 
The following barrier and safety requirements must be in place before final inspection: 
 
Definitions: 
 
Barrier:  A fence, wall, building or combination thereof, which completely surrounds the swimming pool and obstructs 
access to the swimming pool. 
 

Pool: Any structure intended for recreational bathing that contains water over 24 inches deep.  This includes in-ground 
and above ground and on ground swimming pools, hot tubs and spas. 
 

ALL POOLS 
 

Must be completely surrounded by a 48-inch-high barrier. 
 

The opening in this barrier shall not be large enough to allow a 4 inch-diameter sphere to pass thru. 
 

If the barrier is solid (no openings), it shall not have any protrusions or indentations creating a ladder effect. 
 

All pool fencing must be installed so that the “Nice” side is facing away from the pool area.  All support beams and 
members are to be viewed from inside the pool area that is enclosed. 

 

On stockade type barriers, when spacing between horizontal members is less than 45 inches, the vertical 
member spacing shall not exceed 1 ¾ inches in width.  Where horizontal spacing is more than 45 inches between 
members, vertical member spacing shall not exceed 4 inches in width.  

 

The maximum mesh size on chain link fencing shall not exceed 2 ¼ inches UNLESS the fencing has slats 
fastened to it. 

 

All gates (except those larger than 6 feet in width) must open outward and away from the pool, have a self-closing 
device and have a self-latching device. 
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The release mechanism for the self-latching device must be 54 inches or more from the bottom of the gate. IF, the 
release mechanism is less than 54 inches, it must be located on the pool side of the fence and at least 3 inches 
from the top of the gate.  There must also be no openings larger than ½ inch located within 18 inches of the 
release mechanism.  

 

The pool shall be equipped with a powered safety cover OR Any door (including a sliding glass door) that leads 
directly into the enclosed area where the pool is located, must be equipped with an alarm that has an audible 
warning that can be heard from anywhere inside the house.  A pool alarm must activate within 7 seconds of 
opening the door and be located at least 54 inches above the threshold of the door.  PLEASE NOTE: Burglar 
alarm systems are not acceptable.  

                
 

Above Ground Pools  
 
Pools that have a wall height measuring 48” above grade do not need an additional barrier.    
 

Pools that have a wall height measuring Less than 48“require an additional barrier either on ground level or mounted to 
the top of the pool structure.  Barriers mounted on the top of the pool structure shall not have a vertical clearance more 
than 4 inches from the top of the pool structure to the bottom of the barrier itself. 
 

Any ladders or steps located on an above ground pool must be able to be secured, locked or folded up and locked to 
prevent access.   For those ladders which are permanently fastened, a 48” barrier is required around them along with the 
requirements mentioned in Numbers 1 thru 8 listed above.  
 

Spas and hot tubs with an approved ASTM F 1346 safety cover are exempt from barrier requirements.  
 

I have read and understand all the requirements as listed above. 
  
 
Address:_____________________________________ 
                                                                                                     
____________________________________________            _____________________ 
                   Property Owners Signature           Date 
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Affidavit for Application      Date:    
SWIMMING POOL / SPA     Permit #:     
 

***NOTICE ALL INSPECTION REQUESTS REQUIRE A MINIMUM OF 24-HOURS NOTICE*** 
 
 
OWNERS NAME:              
 
PROPERTY ADDRESS:             
 
TAX DISTRICT GEO NUMBER:       
 
PHONE NUMBER:      EMAIL:        
 
 
POOL CONTRACTOR:              
 
CONTACT PERSON:       PHONE:       
 
**MASTER PLUMBER:       LIC NO.:       

 
Check all applicable items: 
This is:  □  New Construction □  Remodel/Addition □  Accessory Structure 
This location: □  Residential  □  Multifamily  □  Commercial  □  Retail/Office 
 
Critical Area Compliance 
 
I      , the undersigned applicant hereby declares: 

(1) Applicant is competent to be a witness herein; 
(2) The applicant is the owner/responsible party for the above project; 
(3) That to the best of the applicant’s knowledge, the critical areas of the development site have not been illegally 

altered; and 
(4) Applicant or Contractor has not been in violation of any critical area regulations of the City of Aurora. 

 
I am submitting for permit as authorized by the International Building, Residential, Plumbing, Fire, Mechanical, and 
National Electrical Codes, currently adopted by the City of Aurora, Texas.  I have read the following statement and 
understand that failure to comply with all conditions once construction has begun may necessitate an immediate work 
stoppage, issuance of citations, a required appearance before the municipal judge and/or fines and penalties accrued and 
assessed daily. 
 
Contractor’s Declaration: 
 
                
                    Printed Name              Signature       Date 
 
Property Owner’s Declaration: 
 
                
                    Printed Name              Signature       Date 


